Regulation of picornavirus gene expression.
Members of the Picornaviridae are positive- strand RNA viruses that cause a variety of human diseases such as poliomyelitis, the common cold, myocarditis, and hepatitis. Although the diseases caused by picornaviruses are diverse, the genome organization and mechanisms of gene expression are highly conserved among family members. This review will discuss the mechanisms of viral gene expression including cap-independent translation initiation, host cell translation shut off, viral polyprotein processing, and RNA replication.